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Performance of cities has varied over the 
last century

Source: Census 1911; Nomis Business Register and Employment Survey



20th century was a period of huge change…



…which has changed the role of cities



Adapting to change: Reinvention or 
Replication?

Source: Census 1911; Nomis Business Register and Employment Survey



And this has had big implications for 
economic performance today



Location of knowledge splits patterns of 
investment



Today the geography of knowledge shows 
a distinct southern bias



…which reflects their history of knowledge 
production



This suggests that there are two distinct 
pathways that cities have followed…



… but these paths aren’t inevitable, and 
policy has a role to play



Reinvention in Manchester



Almost reinvention in Birmingham



Replication in Doncaster



Regional policies have encouraged 
replication rather than reinvention



What should policy do?



Recent return of the big city suggests it’s 
possible



Increasing the stock and flow of 
knowledge is key

1. Improve the skills of the workforce 

2. Support innovation

3. Deal with the scars of industrial legacy 
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