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Why studying the defence industry as economic geographer? Why studying 

industries in general as economic geographer?

Reacting to changing societal needs and challenges

Economic geography‘s research objects (Schamp 2005):

The firm

The region

The industry 

Why does it make sense to study industries, in general (Dicken 2017)?
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2. The Defence Industry and its Specific Characteristics; Towards New 

Defence?

Some key characteristics

• Heterogeneous products

• Strong concentration

• Specific market

• Strict procurement regulations

• High entry barriers

• Cost plus

• Technological spin-offs



Source: SIPRI 2026
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Key characteristics (Rossiter & Novella 2025)

• Use of civil technologies applied to defence (spin-ins)

• Software-defined engineering

• Financing model based on private funds

• Pressure for reforming defence acquisition/procurement systems





Source: Droff 
et al. 2026



3. Economic Geography and the Defence Industry





Malecki (1991:183): "on the whole, much of what is considered 'high 

technology' is military in character, masked by the nature of industrial and 

occupational categories …" 

which is „… overwhelmingly important, yet strangely neglected" (Markusen et 

al. 1991:3).



Source: Bartalucci 2026



Defence industry Search string Number of publications

Select EG-related 

Journals
ALL= (economic geograph*), select the top 40 journals with the highest contribution shares

DI in General

TS=((defen*e OR military OR armament*  OR weapon*) near/0  

(industr* OR sector* OR enterpris* OR compan* OR produ* OR 

manufacturer* OR supplier*))

5855

DI in Social Science Web of Science Index = Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) 2065

DI in EG-related 

Journals

TS=((defen*e OR military OR armament*  OR weapon*) near/0  

(industr* OR sector* OR enterpris* OR compan* OR produ* OR 

manufacturer* OR supplier*))

In 40 EG-related Journals*

37

EG-related Journals*：SO = (ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY OR JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY OR ZFW ADVANCES IN ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY OR REGIONAL STUDIES OR ENVIRONMENT 
"AND" PLANNING A OR ENVIRONMENT "AND" PLANNING A ECONOMY "AND" SPACE OR GEOFORUM OR EUROPEAN PLANNING STUDIES OR TIJDSCHRIFT VOOR ECONOMISCHE EN SOCIALE 
GEOGRAFIE OR PROGRESS IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OR PROFESSIONAL GEOGRAPHER OR JOURNAL OF REGIONAL SCIENCE OR GEOGRAPHY OR ANNALS OF REGIONAL SCIENCE OR REGIONAL 
SCIENCE "AND" URBAN ECONOMICS OR SOVIET GEOGRAPHY REVIEW "AND" TRANSLATION OR PAPERS IN REGIONAL SCIENCE OR CAMBRIDGE JOURNAL OF REGIONS ECONOMY "AND" 
SOCIETY OR ANNALS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS OR GROWTH "AND" CHANGE OR JOURNAL OF URBAN ECONOMICS OR ZEITSCHRIFT FUR WIRTSCHAFTSGEOGRAPHIE 
OR TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTITUTE OF BRITISH GEOGRAPHERS OR SPATIAL ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OR GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL OR EUROPEAN URBAN "AND" REGIONAL STUDIES OR 
EURASIAN GEOGRAPHY "AND" ECONOMICS OR JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS STUDIES OR JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY OR GEOGRAFISKA ANNALER SERIES B HUMAN GEOGRAPHY OR 
URBAN STUDIES OR GEOGRAPHISCHE ZEITSCHRIFT OR PETERMANNS GEOGRAPHISCHE MITTEILUNGEN OR CITIES OR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC REVIEW OR APPLIED GEOGRAPHY OR 
GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW OR GEOGRAPHY COMPASS OR RESEARCH POLICY OR TOURISM GEOGRAPHIES)
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1992–2013：globalisation / GPN / 
relatively depoliticised trade

From 2014: 
Ukraine crisis + US–China 
rivalry



Military-Industrial

Complex — Structure, 

Critique & Externalities

DI in social science



Defence Economics, 

Spending, Market 

Integration and National 

Procurement

DI in social science



Historical Defence-

Industrial Base & War 

Relevant

DI in social science



Defence Firm 

Efficiency, Productivity 

& Financial Analysis

DI in social science



4. Economic Geography and Recent Potentially Relevant Theorizing

Some topics dealt with in economic geography, so far

• Mapping and explaining locational patterns

• Effects of defence expenditures on regional economic inequalities

• Geography of innovation related to defence technologies

• Defence policy as hidden industrial or regional policy



Some questions for future research:

• Defence industry expanding and restructuring: which regions benefit most 

economically?

• Restructuring processes and the effects on locational patterns

• New defence (Rossiter & Novella 2025; Droff et al. 2026): where do we find this 

trend and where not?

• How does regional context influence restructuring processes?

• Local and regional lobbying for the defence industry

• Directionality of regional development: is expanding the defence industry 

desirable?

• Sectoral polarization leading to crowding out effects and competition for 

resources (Perroux 1955)



Source: Faller & Hassink 2021; based on Frenken et al. 2007



Path dependence

Lock-ins

Typology of Regional Industrial Development Paths (Trippl 2020):

Path Creation

Path Transplantation

Path Diversification

Path Renewal

Path Continuation

Path Decline



Source: Stihl 2024



Source: 

Kurikka et 

al. 2023





Source: Steen et al. 2023
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5. Conclusions

Globally highly concentrated industry with increasing tendencies towards self-

reliance and nationalization

Also within countries geographically concentrated in certain regions

Within economic geography suprisingly highly under-researched despite the 

industry‘s growing importance



Big potential for future research on restructuring, expanding of the defence 

industry and new defence

Several concepts can be used such as related variety, political lock-ins, different 

types of path development, perceived opportunity space, and reproductive and 

change agency

However, crowding-out effects and directionaly of regional development needs 

to be critically discussed and analyzed



Many thanks! 

Robert Hassink & Han Chu

www.wigeo.unikiel.de
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