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China to Europe: Land over Sea  



China’s Rise and Global Development 

1. China’s rapid growth and global rise benefited 
from developed countries.      

2. The deeply transformed and globally “risen” 
China is “reshaping” developing countries. 

3. Is China doing so in a different way than the 
West historically? 

4. Opportunities and obstacles for China to do 
this via its “One Belt-One Road” (OBOR) or 
“Belt-Road Initiative” (BRI). 



China’s Long and Wide Reach via BRI 
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Research Questions 

1) Why is China doing so much in 
developing countries? 

2) What is China doing in developing 
countries? 

3) How does China’s role differ across 
developing countries? 

4) Does China’s external role add up to a 
generalizable positive effect in 
developing countries?  



Theoretical Perspectives and Debates 

I. Development models and sequences. 
II. Inside vs. outside drivers and factors 

for development. 
III. Macro and micro impacts of 

development 
IV. China-inspired and fueled development 

and the global system  



Theoretical Perspectives: Limitations and Values 
 The “borderless” version of the globalization thesis (e.g. Ohmae and 

others, many economists). 
 The traditional state-centric view on borders as national political and 

sovereign boundaries (the territorial nation-state as a container). 
 The global perspective on the city: 
     - as command and control centers and hubs 
 The regional perspective on the city: 
     - as central places with hinterlands 
 The “planetary” urbanization perspective (N. Brenner): 
     - Urbanization includes all places and spaces 
     - Blurred boundary between traditional categories 
 The “ordinary cities” perspective (J. Robinson): 
     - Focus on non-western (Global South) cities and less studied cities 
  
  



OBOR-Inspired Emerging Perspectives 

 Revival of historic cities: 
     - Ancient overland trading outposts and crossroads (Kashgar, 
Samarkand) 
     - Ocean ports (Alexandria, Colombo) 
 Silk Road city corridors (Tu and Yang, 2016): 
     - The strong clusters at the two anchors (East Asia and Western 
Europe) 
     - The largely empty middle and in-between zone of Eurasia 
     - Lack of horizontal connections between the Eurasian cities 
 The rise of peripheral cities: 
     - Stimulated by infrastructure and border trade 
     - The potential extension of the Chinese model and package of 
urban development along the OBOR  



How Is OBOR Related to China’s Growing 
Role in the Developing World? 

1. OBOR as a grand geo-economic and geo-political 
strategy. 

2. OBOR is spatially expansive and encompasses a 
large number of countries, cities, and regions 
including remote places. 

3. OBOR is capable of upsetting and disrupting the 
existing global development and urban hierarchies. 

4. OBOR can spur new cross-border, “win-win” 
opportunities for China and developing countries 
and cities.   



Global “Pivots” and OBOR 
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From 2015 to 2030, global demand for 
infrastructure could amount to $90 trillion 

The value of the world’s existing infrastructure is 
$50 trillion 

Current infrastructure spending of $3 trillion a 
year is only half the amount needed to meet the 
estimated $7.7 trillion of average annual demand 

More than 60% of this financing gap is likely to 
be concentrated in middle-income countries—
those with per capita incomes between $1,045 and 
$12,745—and more than 50% in the power sector 

 

Global Infrastructure 



China’s Investment in the Developing World 
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China’s Relative Presence and Influence in Four 
Sectors Across Four Developing Regions 
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Sector by 
region 

Energy Commodities Infrastructure Manufacturing 

Asia 
xx xx xx xx 

Africa 
x xx xxx x 

Latin America 
x xx x x 

Middle East 
xxx x x xxx 

Note: xxx = strongest, xx = strong, x = weak.  
These are approximations of the relative strength of China’s presence based on 
preliminary research and are being verified with comparative data and further research. 



China in Asia (1, Railway Connections) 
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 China in Asia (2, Energy Nexus) 
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China in Asia (3, Access to Sea) 



China in Asia (4, Manufacturing):  
A Dongguan-Phnom Penh Nexus 

17 



The Dongguan Base 

18 



The Phnom Penh Extension 
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Transboundary Regional Shift/Reconfiguration 
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China in Africa (1, Overall, Energy & Mining) 
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China in Africa (2, Transportation, esp. Railway) 
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China in Africa (3, Buildings) 
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China in Africa (4, Manufacturing) 



China’s Relative Presence and Influence in Four 
Sectors Across Four Developing Regions 
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Sector by 
region 

Energy Commodities Infrastructure Manufacturing 

Asia 
xx xx xx xx 

Africa 
xx xxx xxx x 

Latin America 
x xx xx x 

Middle East 
xxx x xx x 

Note: xxx = strongest, xx = strong, x = weak. These are 
approximations of the relative strength of China’s presence based on 
preliminary research and will be verified with comparative data. 



Summarizing China’s Role in Developing Countries  

China’s global footprint is widespread and but 
not very deep. 
China’s role in developing countries has an 

“inside-out” logic and “built-out” strategy. 
China has outdone advanced industrialized 

countries in developing countries in many ways. 
China’s role in developing countries is more 

state driven but increasingly motivated by profit-
oriented companies. 
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Shenzhen’s Innovative Ecosystem 

Small and 
purposeful state 

+++   

Immigrant city 
++ 

* “Buzz” 
* Bordering   
Hong Kong 

++ 

Higher 
education 

+ 

Four 
leading 
firms 

Rechargeable battery 
& Electric car-making 

Telecommunications 

Drones Internet 
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Xiangming Chen 

xiangming.chen@trincoll.edu 
 

Thank you 
 

Comments and Questions? 
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